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Worksheet: Romeo and Juliet Act 5

Activity A: Difficult Truths
Talk about a time when you had a difficult truth to tell to someone. Did you tell or did you remain silent? Did your choice make things better in the long run or worse? Put a check in the box that describes your experience and then write a short description of what happened below.
· Told the truth and it made things worse.
· Told the truth and it made things better.
· Lied or kept something secret and it made things better.
· Lied or kept something secret and it made things worse.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity B: Adaptations - Songs
In class, we listened to “Love Story,” a song by Taylor Swift. Discuss how this song reimagines the story of Romeo and Juliet from the perspective of a small-town American girl. How is the story in the song similar? How is it different? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comprehension Questions: Who did it? 
Complete these questions as you watch Act 5.
1. Who told Romeo that Juliet was dead? ____________________
2. Who gave Romeo the poison? ____________________
3. Who wanted to fight Romeo? ____________________
4. Who told the friar that Romeo went to the tomb? ____________________
5. Who killed Romeo? ____________________
6. Who told Juliet he would take her to live with the nuns? ____________________
7. Who killed Juliet? ____________________
8. What enemies became friends and hugged each other? ____________________
9. Who helped Romeo and Juliet hold hands? ____________________
10. Who cried the most in the film? ____________________ 

Group Discussion Questions: 
Work together with your team and answer these questions after you watch the film. What is the moral of the play? What lesson or lessons about life does it teach us? Specifically:
1. What is Shakespeare saying about young people? Are they more or less “authentic” or “true to themselves” than older people? Is this a good or bad thing? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is Shakespeare saying about marriage? Does he think that this new “romantic individualism” where people choose their own wife or husband is a good idea? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is Shakespeare saying about the relationship between our social or family responsibilities and our desire for personal freedom? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Are the actions of Romeo and Juliet appropriate in this situation? Is it EVER ok to take your own life? If so, under what circumstances? If not, why not? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. One of the central conflicts in the play is between desire and identity: Romeo and Juliet are prevented from getting what they want (or need) by the roles they are expected to play in their culture, society, and/or family. What do you think Shakespeare is saying about this? Which is more important? What should we do when people limit our freedom to be who we are and find our own happiness? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 




