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Shakespeare Seminar - Professor Carrier - DongA University - Department of British and American Studies

Worksheet: Romeo and Juliet Act 2 [25:05-45:25]

Comprehension Questions: Follow along and answer these questions as you watch the film.
1. At the beginning of the second act, Romeo is hiding. Who is he hiding from? ________________________________________________________________________________________
2. When he sees Juliet put her hand on her cheek, he says that he wishes he was something (a kind of clothing). What does he wish he was? ________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does Romeo get up onto Juliet’s balcony? ________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who calls for Juliet while she is on the balcony kissing Romeo? ________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What time does Juliet say that she will send a message to Romeo the next morning? ________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Friar Laurence: “The earth is nature’s mother and her ___________. / Within the petal trim of this small flower, ___________ has residence and medicine power.”
7. What does Romeo ask Friar Laurence to do (for him and Juliet)? ________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Friar Laurence agrees to do this. What is his reason? ________________________________________________________________________________________
9. After returning home Romeo returns home and meets Mercutio and Benvolio. They have a letter for him. Who is it from? ________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Romeo next meets the nurse at the appointed time as planned. He tells her to give Juliet a message to meet him that night. Where does he tell her to meet him and what do they plan to do there? ________________________________________________________________________________________
11. The nurse tells Juliet that she has “good taste in men” (that she likes men of quality). What parts of Romeo’s body does Nurse particularly point out as handsome and fine? ________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Friar Laurence: “These violent ___________ can have violent ___________.”








Discussion Questions: 
Work together with your team and answer these questions after you watch the film.
The “balcony” scene, in the second scene of Act 2 is one of the most famous in all of Shakespeare's plays. In it, Romeo and Juliet declare their love for one another and plan to get married. All of this is happening very quickly. In a matter of hours, Romeo and Juliet have met, fallen in love, and gotten engaged. Discuss with your group members: 
1. Do you believe in “love at first sight”? Circle: yes or no.
2. If you answered “yes” to the first question, what do you think causes people to fall in love so quickly in these situations? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. If you answered “no” to the first question, how long do you think it usually takes people to fall in love? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Juliet, as we have stated, is about 14 and Romeo is about 16. In your opinion, are people this age able to fully experience real romantic love? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Figures of Speech in Act 2:
Look at the following examples from Act 2 and (a) identify the type of figure of speech used (use one time each: metaphor, simile, oxymoron, and personification) and (b) write what the expression means in your own words:
1. “But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It is the east and Juliet is the sun!” (Romeo, 2:2:2–3) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. “Arise fair sun and kill the envious moon who is already sick and pale with grief that thou her maid are far more fair than she.” (Romeo, 2:2:3–6) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. “O speak again bright angel, for thou art as glorious to this night, being o’er my head, as is a winged messenger of heaven . . .” (Romeo, 2:2:26–28). ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. “The earth that's nature's mother is her tomb. What is her burying grave, that is her womb…” (Friar Laurence, 2.3:10-14). ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
