Children’s Literature S21
“A White Heron” Story Analysis Worksheet

What is your group number? ________

What are the names and ID numbers of your group members? __________________________________________________________________________________________

Story Analysis

1. Character: Write a detailed character description of Sylvia. Include her archetype and her primary and secondary motivation. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Setting: One of the themes in Jewett's writing is the relationship between community (as represented in this story by the town and the "folks," or people, who live there) and isolation (as represented by the farm and the forest that surrounds it). How does Sylvia's relationship to these two different places define who she is as a person? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Plot: What are the trigger, the first crisis, the second crisis, the climax, and the resolution of the story. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Conflict: Describe a "concept level" conflict in the story. (Big Idea vs Big Idea: for example,  Safety/Security vs Freedom) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Symbolism: Sylvia climbs a tall pine tree to find the bird. While she is at the top of the tree, she sees many other things, too. Thinking carefully about the story, the plot, Sylvia's motivations, and internal conflict, what does your group think the tree symbolizes? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Symbolism: Sylvia is described as a plant or animal many times in the story. Find at least three specific examples in the story where she is described in this way. (Ex. "...she hung her head as if the stem of it were broken...": as if Sylvia's head were a broken flower stem.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Literary Movements: 1) Give two examples from the story that show the use of Regionalism (Local Color). 2) How do you think the story demonstrates the concept of Naturalism? Give at least one specific example from the story and connect it to a specific aspect of Naturalism. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Discussion Question: At the end of the story, Sylvia chooses not to tell where the white heron is hiding. Why does she keep this secret? Use specific details from the story to explain your answer. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Opinion Question (from the quiz): When Sylvia climbs the tree she sees a beautiful white bird: the white heron. This bird is an important symbol in the story. What do you think the bird symbolizes? Using specific details from the story, please explain your answer. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


