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“Beasts of the Southern Wild”

Part 1

1. Write character descriptions for Hushpuppy and Wink. Include a short description of their important qualities, their primary and secondary motivations, and character archetypes.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The setting for the story is a place the residents have nicknamed The Bathtub. Write about three reasons you think they call this place The Bathtub. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2
3. After the storm, Hushpuppy says: "I've broken everything." What does she mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Wink wants Hushpuppy to learn to kill fish and to eat crabs by tearing them apart with her hands. He says: "Beast it!" What do you think Wink means and why does he think it is an important skill for Hushpuppy to learn? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Part 3
5. When Hushpuppy faces the aurochs they don't attack her. Why not? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. She says to them: "You are my friend, kind of." What does the aurochs symbolize in Hushpuppy's mind and what does it mean when she has "become friends" with this concept or idea? What has she learned to understand and accept? How does this relate to what her mother told her about becoming an adult woman? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interpretation
Connecting symbols and motifs from the film, what do you think the film is saying about the world, society, childhood, or something else. Choose a specific theme or themes you wish to discuss (for example, feminism, environmentalism, class divisions, etc.; or a combination of one or all of these). Don’t worry about trying to explain the statement the writers are trying to make…what does the film say to YOU. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
