CLS21 – Discussion Questions - William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily”

Group Number: __________
Group Members (Name and ID#): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Based on the information in the story, what year did Miss Emily die? (Hint: The American Civil War ended in 1865.) Show your math. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. When Miss Emily and Homer are “married” she buys him some gifts. What did she buy him and why did she buy him those things? Be specific. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. At the beginning of the story (which is actually the end: her funeral), Miss Emily is referred to as a "fallen monument." A monument is a piece of art, usually a stone or metal statue, that is meant to help people remember some important person or event from the past. What is Miss Emily a reminder of and why is she "fallen"? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Because of other people's expectations (those of her father, the townspeople, her culture), Miss Emily was unable to find the love that she so desperately wanted. What were those expectations? Do you think they contributed to her decision to murder Homer, keep his dead body, and sleep with it? Why or why not? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
