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“Zootopia” Discussion Questions I (5 points)
1.  Write down three words or phrases you do not understand. After we watch the movie, work with your team members to find out what they mean.
a. _____________________: _______________________________________________________________________
b. _____________________: _______________________________________________________________________
c. _____________________: _______________________________________________________________________
2. We already talked about personification several times in this class. In this movie, the characters are anthropomorphic, which is slightly different.
a. Define anthropomorphism: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Write down three specific examples of how the animal characters in this film are anthropomorphized. Ex: They wear clothing.
i. ______________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ______________________________________________________________________________________
iii. ______________________________________________________________________________________
3. In this film the central conflict is between two groups of animals: predators (meat eating animals like lions and bears) and prey (plant eating animals like rabbits and sheep). However, as Judy Hopps says in the introduction, in this imaginary world predatory animals have lost their natural aggression (and, supposedly, their appetite for meat) and they now live peacefully alongside the prey animals they would have previously eaten. The animal society in this film is obviously meant to be a metaphor for human society. 
a. Who in human society is represented by the predatory animals? _____________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Who in human society is represented by the prey animals? _____________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Do you think that this analogy of human relationships is accurate? Are some people predators and some people prey in human society? If so, give a specific example of how this can happen. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. Do you feel like you belong to one of these groups? If so, which one and how? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Discussion Questions: Talk with your group members.
a. Judy Hopps is being told by everyone, including her parents, that “bunnies can’t be police officers.” Have you ever been told that you couldn’t do something that you wanted to try? Did you accept this or insist on trying like Judy does in the film?
b. On Judy’s first day at work her boss, Chief Bogo, assigns Judy to parking duty. She is disappointed, but she determines to do it well even though she would rather have a different job. Have you ever been given responsibility for something you didn’t feel was important or a good use of your ability? How did you handle that situation?
