Children’s Literature
Professor Joseph Carrier
DongA University Department of Humanities

“A White Heron” by Sarah Orne Jewett

Group Exercise: Work together to create an analyses and interpretation of the story.
I. Characters.
A. Sylvia. 
Description: __________________________________________________________________
Motivation: ___________________________________________________________________
B. Grandmother
Description: __________________________________________________________________
Motivation: ___________________________________________________________________
C. The Young Man
Description: __________________________________________________________________
Motivation: ___________________________________________________________________
II. Setting.
A. Time. _______________________________________________________________________
B. Place. _______________________________________________________________________
C. Tone/Mood. __________________________________________________________________
D. Genre. ______________________________________________________________________
E. Point-of-View. ________________________________________________________________
III. Plot Summary
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. Conflict
A. What is Sylvie’s primary internal conflict and what does it mean in the context of her maturity into womanhood? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. [bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
V. Symbolism
A. The town and townspeople
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. The forest and the animals
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. The ocean
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. The gun. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. The pine tree __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. The white heron
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
VI. Student Interpretation: At the end of the story Sylvie seems to learn something about herself, something about life, or something about the world she inhabits. Using specific examples from the story, a) what do you think she learned? And b) do you think this new knowledge will make her life better or worse?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

