Course Syllabus: Capstone Design
DongA University – F19

Professor: Joe Carrier
Office Hours: Rm. 1116 by appointment
Course Website: http://www.joeteacher.org
Text: Texts to be distributed by instructor


Course Description:
	The object of the class is to expand upon students pre-existing English language ability to foster a working level writing ability and understanding of research methodology. The students will learn to take a variety of sources, focusing primarily on digital texts, and apply them to a variety of writing tasks. Skills learned include assessing information quality, summarization, and citation using MLA and APA formatting.
	Classroom work will cover a variety of practical applications and current issues. Lessons will include focused vocabulary practice, explanation and use of idiomatic expressions, topical readings, and group discussions with the intent of increasing the students’ conversational fluency in real-life situations.
	A major portion of the class grade will be assessed based on a group project required by the school for completion of this course. Ample time will be given in class to work on the group project but students should also expect to spend a certain amount of time outside of class doing research and field work as a group. The instructor will work closely with each group during every phase of the project but the topic selection, research and design, production, and quality of the final product will be the responsibility of the teams themselves. 

Standard of Assessment:
· Grading: Final grades for this class based on the following: Attendance: 20%; Team Participation: 20%; Final Presentation: 20%; Group Project: 40%. The university dictates the use of a curve to calculate the grades. The top 50% of the students will have an A+ or A, the second 40% of the students will have a B+ or B, and the bottom 10% will have a C, D, or F. Grades will not be changed after the grading period.
· Attendance: There will be a five-point deduction for each absence. Points will not be deducted for absence if the student presents suitable written explanatory documentation (ex. Doctor's note). Each student may be late once each semester. Second late is absent. If a student has five absences they will receive an F for the course.
· Participation: You are expected to show up on time, prepared, every day. The classroom is a community in which every member must participate. A major portion of your classroom participation grade will be based on your interaction with other students. Needless to say, respect and concern for the welfare of the individuals in this class and the class, as a whole, is paramount. Speaking Korean in class, passing notes, failure to participate in class activities, or chatting on your phone is strictly prohibited and will result in a deduction of class participation points.

Research Stipend: 
	The school will reimburse each team up to W300,000 to help support the research for this project. There are specific rules for how and when this money can and cannot be spent, how the spending will be documented, the written forms that must be completed, photographic evidence that must be produced and submitted, and etc. Students are expected to follow this guideline carefully in order to be eligible for reimbursement at the end of the course.






Capstone Team Project:
· Outcomes: Working in teams of four, the students will produce a short video. In the final weeks of the class each team will present their video. The videos will be “student assessed” based on a set of specific criteria.
· Topics: Teams will design a video project based in some way on travel and tourism in and around Busan. The video should introduce an interesting person who you will interview about some aspect of Korean culture in the Busan area. The project should address a specific culinary specialty (raw seafood, for example), a specific aspect of Korean culture (Buddhist temple art, for example), or some other specific aspect of Busan that might be of interest to tourists visiting the city. The criteria for topic selection are as follows: it must be specific, it must be about Busan, it must “tell a story,” and it must in some way appeal to tourists.
· Project Timeline and Instructions:
1. Project Design (Weeks 1-2): The teams will participate in brainstorming workshops to generate a list of ideas from which to develop their video projects. After selecting a topic and receiving initial pre-approval from the instructor, the teams will submit a formal project proposal. This proposal will include an assessment of the proposed topic based on the criteria in the “Project Topics” section above. After the instructor has accepted the proposal the teams will begin the next step.
2. Production Design (Week 3): This phase will begin with a production design document in which the teams will decide how to go about finding the sources they need for the project, make a schedule visit the relevant sites around the city they need to go to for video and information about their topic, and delegate who will conduct the various tasks involved. Each student should participate in the project. Team leaders will be assigned with the authority to eject non-participatory members from the group.
3. Research and Development (Weeks 4-8): During this period the teams will do field work, begin gathering video materials, conduct online and library research, and begin forming a plan of organization for their final product.
4. Video Production (Weeks 9-12): During this phase the teams will begin working on the production of their video in a step-by-step manner. During this period lecture materials will cover matters of composition including organization, grammar, vocabulary, formatting, tone, content, and style. Peer review sessions conducted during this phase will have teams assessing the work of other teams and providing constructive feedback using a detailed rubric. 
5. Final Editing (Week 13-14): Teams will learn to use editing software to create dynamic and polished videos and will work together in class workshops to finish their videos.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Team Presentations (Weeks 15-16)

