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“The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber” by Ernest Hemingway
Reading Comprehension Worksheet

1. According to the story, Francis Macomber had “…shown himself, very publicly, to be a coward.” Why is this such a problem for Robert Wilson and Margot, Macomber’s wife?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Why had Francis Macomber failed during the lion hunt? What does the story say caused this?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe Margot Macomber. What kind of woman is she? Are there any clues in the story about her character?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Discuss the condition of Francis and Margot’s marriage? Are they happy together? Why or why not? Will they divorce? Why or why not?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Discuss Margot’s relationship with Wilson. Why do you think that she goes to him in the night? Has she done this kind of thing before? What does this say about her feelings for her husband?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Near the end of the story, during the buffalo hunt, a change occurs in Francis’s mind? What is it and what made it happen?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What is Margot’s reaction to this change? Is she happy to see what Francis has become?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. At the end of the story Margot shoots her husband? Let’s assume that it wasn’t an accident. Why did she do it?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Explain the title of the story. What do you think that it means?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Explain how the characters in this story confirm the idea of the “Lost Generation.” Are they lost? Why or why not? And how?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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