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EFL Vocabulary Acquisition

Main Theme: The process of vocabulary acquisition in English as a Second Language (ESL) learning contexts:
examining effective strategies, recognizing barriers, and identifying solutions for learners and educators.

Summary Description of Organization and Structure: This literature review will be meticulously organized
around a central conceptual framework that integrates cognitive, sociocultural, and constructivist theories of
language acquisition. It will be divided into four primary themes, each addressing a different aspect of ESL
vocabulary acquisition. Within each theme, four subsections will delve into specific topics, incorporating an
analysis of key terms, theories, and ongoing debates. Each subsection will be guided by pertinent research
questions, aiming to synthesize current knowledge and identify areas needing further exploration.

1. Theme 1: Cognitive Processes in Vocabulary Acquisition
1.1. Memory Systems and Language Learning

1.1.1. Description: Exploration of the role of short-term and long-term memory in vocabulary
retention.

1.1.2. Key Terms: working memory, long-term memory, memory strategies.
1.1.3. Theories: Dual Coding Theory, Levels of Processing.
1.1.4. Research Questions: How do different memory systems interact in the process of

vocabulary acquisition in ESL learners?
1.1.5. Sources:

1.1.5.1. Kemény, F., & Lukács, Á. (2021). The Role of Statistical Learning and Verbal
Short-Term Memory in Impaired and Typical Lexical Development. Frontiers Media SA.
https://10.3389/fcomm.2021.700452: The article "The Role of Statistical Learning
and Verbal Short-Term Memory in Impaired and Typical Lexical Development" by
Ferenc Kemény and Ágnes Lukács explores the relationship between statistical
learning, verbal short-term memory (STM), and lexical skills in typically
developing children and those with developmental language disorder (DLD). The
study comprises two experiments: the first with German-speaking children
without language impairments, and the second with Hungarian-speaking children
diagnosed with DLD. Both groups were assessed using the Peabody Picture
Vocabulary Tests to measure vocabulary, the Weather Prediction task for
statistical learning skills, and the Forward digit span task for verbal STM. The
findings reveal that in typically developing children, statistical learning
significantly contributes to vocabulary size, independently of age, receptive
grammar abilities, and STM. However, this pattern reverses in children with DLD,
where vocabulary size is predicted by STM over and above age, receptive
grammar, and statistical learning. These results suggest that lexical development
relies on different underlying memory processes in typical development and in
DLD to varying degrees. The study concludes that while statistical learning has a
notable impact on vocabulary acquisition in typically developing children, STM
plays a more crucial role in children with DLD. The authors suggest areas for
future research, including a deeper investigation into the stages of lexical
development and the contribution of human memory systems to vocabulary
acquisition, to better understand the qualitative differences observed between
typically developing children and those with DLD.

1.1.5.2.

https://10.0.13.61/fcomm.2021.700452


1.2. Attention and Noticing in Language Acquisition
1.2.1. Description: Examination of the attentional processes required for effective vocabulary

learning.
1.2.2. Key Terms: selective attention, noticing hypothesis.
1.2.3. Theories: Schmidt's Noticing Hypothesis, Cognitive Load Theory.
1.2.4. Research Questions: What role does learner attention play in the successful acquisition

of new vocabulary?
1.2.5. Sources

1.2.5.1.
1.3. The Role of Rehearsal and Repetition

1.3.1. Description: Analysis of rehearsal strategies and their efficacy in enhancing vocabulary
retention.

1.3.2. Key Terms: spaced repetition, rehearsal techniques.
1.3.3. Theories: Spacing Effect, Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve.
1.3.4. Research Questions: How effective is spaced repetition compared to massed repetition

for ESL vocabulary learning?
1.4. Cognitive Strategies for Vocabulary Learning

1.4.1. Description: Overview of cognitive strategies employed by learners to acquire new
vocabulary.

1.4.2. Key Terms: mnemonic devices, imagery, elaboration.
1.4.3. Theories: Metacognitive Theory.
1.4.4. Research Questions: Which cognitive strategies are most effective in improving

vocabulary acquisition among ESL students?
2. Theme 2: Sociocultural Influences on Vocabulary Acquisition

2.1. The Impact of Social Interaction
2.1.1. Description: Investigation into how social interactions facilitate language learning.
2.1.2. Key Terms: Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), scaffolding.
2.1.3. Theories: Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory.
2.1.4. Research Questions: How does interaction with more knowledgeable others contribute

to vocabulary development in ESL contexts?
2.2. Cultural Contexts and Vocabulary Learning

2.2.1. Description: Examination of the influence of cultural contexts on the learning of
vocabulary.

2.2.2. Key Terms: cultural capital, context of learning.
2.2.3. Theories: Bourdieu’s Cultural Capital.
2.2.4. Research Questions: In what ways do cultural contexts impact the acquisition of ESL

vocabulary?
2.3. Language Socialization and Identity

2.3.1. Description: Exploration of the relationship between language learning, socialization, and
learner identity.

2.3.2. Key Terms: language identity, socialization.
2.3.3. Theories: Norton’s Theory of Identity and Language Learning.
2.3.4. Research Questions: How does the process of language socialization affect vocabulary

acquisition and learner identity in ESL?
2.4. The Role of Technology in Social Learning

2.4.1. Description: Analysis of how digital platforms and social media contribute to vocabulary
learning.

2.4.2. Key Terms: Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL), social media.
2.4.3. Theories: Connectivism.



2.4.4. Research Questions: What is the impact of technology-mediated social interactions on
ESL vocabulary acquisition?

3. Theme 3: Pedagogical Strategies for Vocabulary Acquisition
3.1. Direct vs. Indirect Vocabulary Instruction

3.1.1. Description: Comparison of the effectiveness of direct and indirect approaches to
vocabulary instruction.

3.1.2. Key Terms: direct instruction, incidental learning.
3.1.3. Theories: Input Hypothesis.
3.1.4. Research Questions: Are direct or indirect vocabulary instruction methods more effective

for ESL learners?
3.2. The Use of Multimedia in Vocabulary Learning

3.2.1. Description: Evaluation of multimedia tools in enhancing vocabulary learning outcomes.
3.2.2. Key Terms: multimedia learning, visual aids.
3.2.3. Theories: Mayer’s Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning.
3.2.4. Research Questions: How does the integration of multimedia in instruction impact

vocabulary acquisition in ESL contexts?
3.3. Vocabulary Learning Strategies

3.3.1. Description: Overview of effective strategies for teaching and learning vocabulary.
3.3.2. Key Terms: lexical approach, vocabulary notebooks.
3.3.3. Theories: Lexical Approach.
3.3.4. Research Questions: Which vocabulary learning strategies yield the best outcomes for

ESL students?
3.4. Assessment and Evaluation of Vocabulary Knowledge

3.4.1. Description: Discussion on methods for assessing vocabulary knowledge and progress.
3.4.2. Key Terms: formative assessment, summative assessment.
3.4.3. Theories: Assessment for Learning.
3.4.4. Research Questions: How can vocabulary knowledge best be assessed in ESL learning

environments?
4. Theme 4: Challenges and Solutions in ESL Vocabulary Acquisition

4.1. Learner Motivation and Engagement
4.1.1. Description: Analysis of factors affecting learner motivation and engagement in

vocabulary learning.
4.1.2. Key Terms: intrinsic motivation, extrinsic motivation.
4.1.3. Theories: Deci and Ryan’s Self-Determination Theory.
4.1.4. Research Questions: What factors most significantly impact motivation for ESL

vocabulary learning?
4.2. Overcoming Language Transfer Issues

4.2.1. Description: Examination of the impact of first language interference on vocabulary
acquisition.

4.2.2. Key Terms: negative transfer, positive transfer.
4.2.3. Theories: Contrastive Analysis Hypothesis.
4.2.4. Research Questions: How can negative transfer effects be mitigated in ESL vocabulary

learning?
4.3. Addressing the Affective Filter

4.3.1. Description: Exploration of the emotional barriers to language acquisition and strategies
to lower the affective filter.

4.3.2. Key Terms: affective filter, anxiety.
4.3.3. Theories: Krashen’s Affective Filter Hypothesis.



4.3.4. Research Questions: How can educators reduce affective barriers to facilitate
vocabulary acquisition in ESL learners?

4.4. The Role of Vocabulary in Overall Language Proficiency
4.4.1. Description: Discussion on the importance of vocabulary breadth and depth for language

proficiency.
4.4.2. Key Terms: vocabulary depth, vocabulary breadth.
4.4.3. Theories: Lexical Quality Hypothesis.
4.4.4. Research Questions: How does vocabulary knowledge contribute to overall language

proficiency in ESL learners?


