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19th Century American Literature
DongA University Department of Humanities
Professor Carrier

“The Tell-tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe
Story Analysis Worksheet

I. Characters
A. The Madman _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
B. The Old Man _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
C. The Neighbors ____________________________________________________
D. The Police _______________________________________________________
II. Setting
A. Time (Approximately what year does it take place?) ______________________
B. Place (Country, City?) ______________________________________________
C. Genre (Romance, Comedy, Horror, Drama?) ____________________________
D. Point-of-View (First person, third person, etc.) ___________________________
E. Props (Important Items in the story: a hat for instance) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Plot Summary (Major sequence of events)
A. _________________________________________________________________
B. _________________________________________________________________
C. _________________________________________________________________
D. _________________________________________________________________
E. _________________________________________________________________
F. _________________________________________________________________
G. _________________________________________________________________
H. _________________________________________________________________
I. _________________________________________________________________
J. _________________________________________________________________
K. _________________________________________________________________
L. _________________________________________________________________
IV. Conflict.
A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
V. Symbolism and Metaphorical Language
A. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
VI. Interpretation
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